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Prevalence

World 
Health 
Authority
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-
source/documents/child-maltreatment/child-
maltreatment-infographic-
en.pdf?sfvrsn=7d798249_2

Girls 18%
Boys 8%
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Root causes?
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Where should multidisciplinary / 
multiagency work focus? 
• Prevention
• Prevalence
• Presentation
• Engagement
• Outcomes
• Health
• Criminal Justice
• Society
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Obstacles to 
access

Who don’t we 
see?
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Abuse tends to hunt in 
packs

• Physical

• Sexual

• Neglect

• Emotional
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Police & IDVA joint visits
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R v Sinaga
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-manchester-56933294
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Operation Soteria

6 pillars
1. Suspect focused
2. Identify, disrupt & challenge repeat offenders
3. Systematic procedural justice to victim engagement
4. Police officer learning & development
5. Support above with data-led, performance savvy 

monitoring & evaluation
6. Digital evidence

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/operation-soteria-year-one-report
Academic-police collaboration
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Op Soteria

https://archive.org/details/o
peration-soteria-full-report-
2024/page/n7/mode/2up
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• Kadakia KT, Ross 
JS, Ramachandran R. At-
Home Testing for 
Survivors of Sexual 
Assault—
Empowerment or 
Exploitation? JAMA 
Intern Med. Published 
online August 12, 2024. 
doi:10.1001/jamaintern
med.2024.2883

Professor Catherine White



Medical

PsychosocialForensic
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Medical

PsychosocialForensic

Safeguarding
Voice of the 

patient
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8 Years +
Child & Adult  

7 questions
Crisis worker

Aids capacity assessment
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• Forensic medical examination
• Recruitment
• Initial training
• Workplace-based supervision
• Continuing professional development
• Service level standard
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CSA Ano-genital examinations

Most examinations will be normal.

• No injury in first place

• Injury has resolved

• Normal does not mean that nothing 
happened.
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The Purple 
Book

https://childprotection.rcpch.a
c.uk/resources/physical-signs-
of-child-sexual-abuse/#page-
section-2
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Where you get it:  ‘Purple book’ access

• Full text with images is going to be available for free to RCPCH 
members who are named or designated doctors for safeguarding 
children and involved in the forensic medical examination of 
children for suspected CSA.

• Text only access will be available for free to all RCPCH members
and members of FFLM, RCP, BAPS, AAP, RACP, NAPAC. 

• These groups will be able to subscribe to the image version. 

• Other medical professionals can subscribe for text or image 
versions. 

• Legal professionals can only subscribe to text only. 

Evidence@rcpch.ac.uk
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Adverse Childhood Experiences

Felitti, M. D., Anda, R. F., Nordenberg, M. D. et al (1998) 
‘Relationship of childhood abuse and household 
dysfunction to many of the leading causes of death in 
adults: The Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) 
Study’ American Journal of Preventative Medicine. 14.

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?&q=the+adver
se+childhood+experience+study&docid=6035474059
67169401&mid=8EEB605155EB93EE993A8EEB605155
EB93EE993A&view=detail&FORM=VDRVRV&ajaxhist=
0
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Urgency of forensic medical 
examinations

• Pre & post pubertal
• Holistic view

https://fflm.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Pre-
pubertalComplainants_RCPCH_Oct22.pdf
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FFLM
Forensic sample guidelines
https://fflm.ac.uk/resources/publications/recommendations-for-the-collection-of-forensic-specimens-from-complainants-and-suspects
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Evaluation?
Are we making a positive difference?
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Scrutiny panel 

• False belief that there should 
always be injuries
• Lack of medical assessment

• Injuries
• Signs and symptoms

• Victims not given information 
about NFS
• “One word against another”
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Leadership

Professor Catherine White



THANKYOU

Contact@ifas.org.uk
www.ifas.org.uk
www.stmaryscentre.org
www.fflm.ac.uk
www.rcpch.ac.uk

@catherinewhite7
@InstituteFAS
@StmarysSARC
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